Case xxx.
The Oslo detonation(s)	
- revenge on an elderly lover?

Time: Friday, July 26, 00.53 hours (in the night)
Place: central part of Oslo

”MYSTERIOUS EXPLOSION IN OSLO TONIGHT. Two powerful bangs, a strong white light, but no air pressure. - And no report of any damage anywhere in town. 

”An explosion which for the moment turns into a mystery, was noted in great parts of Oslo tonight. It was 12.53 (00.53) when two powerful bangs were heard, which brought people out of their beds, like during the war times, while those people [who were] outdoors were terrified and gathered together asking each other what it was all about. Some had heard just one bang, others heard two. The other one came not a second after the first and was a little weaker, so it might have been an echo. At the same time a strong, white light was seen which lit up the sky and sharply painted the silhouettes of houses and trees. 

”The fire-brigade got no report, but the police had a lot of phone calls, turned out, and searched the town in all directions without finding the slightest trace of the explosion. Even [the editorial office of] Aftenposten was besieged with phone calls, and had people out long into the night, but with the same negative result. And until this morning neither the police nor the fire-brigade had any reports of damages that can be connected to the explosions.

”One of our reporters, on his way home from the editorial office, had come to the crossing between Drammensveien and Huitfeltdsgate, when he heard the explosion. He thinks it was only one bang. The summer night was bright and mild and there were many people on Drammensveien and in Slottsparken [the park of the Castle]. 

”Our collaborator describes his experience like this: The explosion was followed by a strong, white light, which lighted up the whole of the sky over the Castle [Slottet] and the northern part of Slottsparken. It was much brighter than a gleam of light and when I saw the trees as silhouettes against the sky I assumed there must have been an explosion on ground. But this may also have been caused by it [the explosion] having occured far away. It didn´t look like the bomb crashes we saw and heard so many of during the war. I noticed no air pressure and no thunder - it didn´t even clink from the big glas windows along Drammensveien. 

”Walkers in the street soon gathered in groups and started to discuss what they had seen. Some thought they had seen the light over the area of the Harbitzgate, others, like me, thought that it was over Slottsparken. There were even some who thought it was in a southerly direction over the harbour. One of the police cars came up on Drammensveien. I stopped it and got a ride with them. We drove around the city until it was almost two o’clock. Everywhere we met people who had heard the bang and seen the light, but the it was impossible to localize the explosion, and in the end we were inclined to believe that it must have taken place over the city. 

”From the guard at the Castle we learn that they also heard two bangs and saw the light, but there they had the impression that it came from the south and thought that something had happened down in the harbour. When, however, there came people who said they had seen the light over the Castle, the guard searched the whole park [Slottsparken] without finding any sign of anything unusual. 

”We have questioned a number of places in the city and surrounding areas, but everywhere one is just as much without any knowledge about what it could have been. On Frognerseteren [NW part of Oslo] nothing has been noted, neither by most of the police offices of Oslo and Aker. The fire guard at Haukåsen heard the explosions, but had gone to bed, and since it seemed like they were coming down from the city, he didn´t investigate any further. The Air Defence Ispection had, this morning, not had any report. 

”The incident has created a certain uncomfortable feeling and it is only to be hoped that the matter can be clarified.”  (Aftenposten, July 26).

The incident was widely reported in Norwegian, Scandiavian, British and world-wide newspapers. The paper Verdens Gang wrote: ”Yesterday V.G. investigated the case yesterday, but the explosion was yet very mysterious. Neither the Army [Haeren] nor the Naval Command [Marinens Overkommando] had had any report on the explosion and the police had gotten no further in their searches.... The head of the criminal police does not rule out the possibility of a very powerful explosion from some fireworks...” (Verdens Gang, July 27)  
   
C,G.Broms the Swedish military attaché in Oslo reported the case to his superiors in Stockholm, noting that the reason for the bang had not yet been clarified. (Report nr 74/1946 to the Foreign department of the Defence Staff, July 27).

The solution came a few days later in the form of a tongue-in-cheek article in the newspaper Nationen:

””ROCKET MYSTERY” IN GRANSHERAD CLARIFIED. Recently we brought a sensational report that ”the whole” of Gransherad, the night on Saturday [?] woke up by a powerful explosion which people attributed to one of the mysterious rocket bombs falling in our area. 

”Now the mystery has been clarified, however, and it turns out that it was not so dangerous to our common security as first feared. 

”The circumstances are that a wellknown man in the district, of some 80 years of age, but who has kept his youthly fire alive, had been to Oslo and there duped a dark-eyed senorita and brought her home to Gransherad for them to, in unity, experience the great blessedness of love. 

”However, some of the district´s younger men didn´t like that the man got the needed peace to worship his conquest. Therefore they made their appearance in the night, outside the house of love. First, they disturbed the peace by throwing little rocks on the roof, but when this didn´t have the desired result, some plastic [?] hidden for the next war was brought  out and a proper load was put on the chopping-block. The bang was, as we know, deafening and the whole of Gransherad shook under the explosion. The fair senorita trembled in the arms of the old man. Love had made him young anew and he flew out on the yard to defend the love for his chosen. Here he found the chopping-block completely mutilated, but the attacker had taken to his heels. 

”The reason for the mysterious explosion is now known and the frontier guards are relieved that the district has not been drawn into the sphere of interest of the super powers.” (Nationen, July 30).

Status: Prank
Sources: detailed above.

